
The Charles Darwin Foundation’s 
INSPIRATION COMPLEX

At the forefront of marine research in the Galapagos, the Charles Darwin Foundation is establishing itself as a regional 
leader with the construction of Inspiration Complex. This brand new state-of-the-art zero-footprint Marine Research 

Center will be located at the Charles Darwin Research Station in Puerto Ayora, Galapagos. 

It is at the research station where CDF, over the last 60 years, has spearheaded many successful and impactful marine 
conseconservation initiatives such as the creation of the participatory fisheries management program, the design and formation 
of the Galapagos Marine Reserve (GMR) and assisting in the establishment of the Darwin and Wolf Marine Sanctuary. 
CDF is also the focal scientific organization within the Eastern Tropical Pacific Marine Corridor initiative (CMAR), an 
umbrella initiative of four countries (Ecuador, Colombia, Panama and Costa Rica) each of which is represented by four 

Marine World Heritage Sites. 

AAs CDF’s stakeholder role in the GMR and CMAR continues to grow, the need for improved research facilities has become 
urgent. To ensure the highest quality research and to maintain strategic local and international partnerships, CDF, is 

refurbishing and expanding their marine science facilities located at the CDRS waterfront. The Inspiration Complex will be 
a state-of-the-art marine science hub for laboratories, offices, conference rooms, quarantine facilities and equipment 
housing, as housing, as well as visitor and VIP studios. It will more than double the previous marine science facilities, allowing space 
for holding workshops and regional stakeholder meetings, along with providing the resources for engaging young marine 

scientists from Ecuador and all over the world. 

This build is also the first landmark effort towards CDRS reducing its carbon footprint by becoming a zero emissions 
campus. As the leading research organization in the Galapagos, CDF will act as a model for eco-friendly practices for other 
local organizations. The complex will be equipped with solar powered facilities, wastewater treatment, water purification 

and a wetland green roof. 

ThanThanks to a generous grant from the COmON Foundation, funds have been secured towards the Inspiration 
Complex and construction is underway. CDF are seeking further funds to complete this build and ensure the success of 

marine research in the Eastern Tropical Pacific Region. To get involved and support CDF in this endeavor 
please contact CDF’s Chief Development Officer, Renée Monroe at renee.monroe@fcdarwin.org.ec. 


